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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILLIAM J. PERRY
INTERVIEW WITH BOYKG VABBILEV ON "PANORAMA"
SOFIA, BULGARIA
JULY 18, 1994

Q: Your Exdellency, first of aull I'd like to thank you for giving
ue this interview espacially for “ranorama." My first question is
what are the aims and the tirst results of your visit here in
Bulgaria, and in the.ragion.

Becretary Perry: My téason for ooming here, first of all, was to
reaffirm tha strong .American commitment to European security in.
general and Bulgariamnh sgecurity in particular. And, as a part of
that program, I mat with the Minister of Foraign Affairs and the
Minister of Defense and will meaet this evening with the President.
We have had a vaery fruitful discuzsion on waye of increasing
cooperation betwean our two defense establishments.

Q: Do you'think théréﬁis a real basis for real defense cooperation
betwaen América and Bulgaria? :

gecretary Parry: ' Thétre is a very eotrong basis for defense
cooperation between our Lwo countries. Indeed, we signed today a
memorandum of oooperation which was the architecture and the
blueprint for how that cooperation could be conductad. But even
though we Just signed il today, we've already begun that
cooperation. Thera are several programs already underway which ara
very preoductive and‘véry promising for both countries.

Q: The Partnership for Peace program was criticized because of the
slow prooess of intagration Into NATO structures. Will it be the
only guarantee for tlis Bast Furopeans, including Bulgaria, till the
and of this century? - E

Secratary Perry: Bulgaria's security hinges on many different
factors. Partnershipv for Peace makes, I think, an important
contribution to thaf, and the extent to which it contributes to
that will depand - to a very great extent on how much Bulgaria
participates, on what programs it is involved in, because it is not
just eigning the Partnarship for Peace, it is its participation
that benefite the securiiy of the pcopla.
. . . N} o

Q: Which are the strategic priorities of USA on the Balkan
peninsula;” and are Bulgaria and Macedonia among tham?

Secretary Parry: The strateqic priorities of United States on the
Balkan peninsula '‘are recognizing the sovereaignty of all of the
countries in tha Balkan peninsula; that is of direct and material
interest tO the United statcs. We have a clear interest in seeing
peace and stability in the Ralkans, and inasmuch as that affects
the paace .and stabi}ity throughout Europas, indeed throughout the
world, the greatest threat to that peaca and stability today is the
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danger of the war in‘Besnin. Tndeed, the United States' interests
in Bosnia are twofold:; first of all, we hava a strong national
security interest in secing that the war doss not spread. And
secondly, we have a humanitariun interest in taking what actions we
can take to ralieve the sufferingy and reduce the suffering and
violence that's golng on in Bosnia. Both of those objectives can be
bast met by having & peace in Boenia, whioh is why we are
cooperating in tha peace plan through the contact group.
c i LR . '

Q1 But do ‘you think “that if the war in Bosnia continues, that
military forcae from abroad should be implemented in order to stop
the confliét, aor do you think it should -have happened by now?

gecretary Perry: T believe that the political solution is by all
odds the most desirable solution in Bosnia, That's why we are
working so hard with the contact group to try to achieve that peace
plan. 1 would point: put that to the axtent the US has military
forces ralating to that activity, they are part of peace-keeping
activities. They aremot hare, not in this ragion, as combatants in
a war. And thay are @oing much things as forcing the no-fly zone,
which reduces the casualtiss of civilians on the ground by aerial
bombardment - and: making air lifts and air drops of humanitarian
relief. These are military forcaes, but they are herae for peace-
keeping opsrations. - -

Q: WwWith éhe new:raiiities, do you think NATO needs a reneawed
military doctrine or is NATO's exisztance under doubt now?

Becretary Porry: NATO's existence's is of no doubt. It is more
important in many ways than it has ever been. I think very strong
evidaence of that is the numbar of countries in Eastern and Central
Europe seaeking to join NATO. NATO is a security institution which
first of all can serve acs a vehicle for the security integration in
Europe, as well as bridging the Atlantic and bringing America into
that security relationship. 1 belisve -that not only is Europe
vital to tha wsacurity of America but America is vital to the
security of Europe. NATO provides that security institution - anda
it's very, vaery important - and from the U.S. point of view, we
continue to placa vary high priority on NATO activities.

0: But there's no  longar a Warsaw Pact. Who is the eventual
military opponent of USA and NATO now?

Becretary Paerry: You don't have to have an opponent, a military
opponent, to hava.national security problems. And we see all arocund
us in Eurcpe national security problems and national security
concerns. And this security institution has served very well in the
past decades in dealing with these security concerns when therc was
an enemy. Now in the abeence of an enemy, it still can deal with
those sacurity concerns, and I say again that the interest, the
strong interest, of nations all over Central and Eastern Europe to
doin NATO suggests the validity of that argqument.

Q: Your Excellenoy, ‘maybe you will allow an additional gquestion.

Travike
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You said that you arq'not hers to recruit football players. Do you
think that the football championship im America somehow acted on
the feelings of the Amaricans to the Bulgarian paople?

Secratary Perry: All of the Americans that I talked with were very,
very impressed with the skill and capability of the Bulgarian team.
And it made & very strong impression 4n the United States. It
brought to the United States a new image of Bulgaria which was a

very positive imadga.: .
Q: Your Excellency, wa have to thank you for this interview!
georetary Perxry: Thdank you. It was a ¢great pleasure talking to

you.
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